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Profitecrft.and Farmers
licnunciation of Wfll prot'tcering Bnd

demands for general priee-fixing, coming
gimultanec isly from two such widely dif-

fering bodies as thi Chamber of Com¬

merce of the United States and the farm¬

ers' convention engineered by the Non-'

Partisan League at B| Paul. testify elo-j
quently to the detemiination of ihe coun-

try at large that there shall be no "goulash
barons" here. It is excellent that t^e

riements are in agreement on a policy of

such vital importance to tl.e country Btl
tliis time. But it could be wished that tbe;
armers* advocacy of it did not spring ap-

arently from vindictivene?*.
This particular group of farmers. to

judge by the tenor of tbe addrSBBBB made

s.t its convention, views itself in tbe light
of a victim of the price-fixing already be-

gun by the government. These men say.
in effect: -We've been hard hit; our profits
have been taken. Take BWybodj else's!
( ,-nscript wealth! Take all incomes over

S 100,000! Wipe BOt the soft-handed ex-

ploiters who wave flags but keep lobbyists
.it Washington to help them rob the toilers.
We are feeding the eountry and the army

while they are roHir.jr up fortunes. We

will not submit to teinp the only victims

Ol a movement tcme 1 patriotism."
lt is a trifle hard for the ordinary citl-

tan to reeard the wheat growers. or farm-

eri in general now, for that matter. as

victims of war conditions. These farmers

refuse to regard themselves as pronteers,
vet the statement of Mr. G. E. McCall.of
the Kansas State College of Apriculture,
u-garded as an authority on thc fubject,
t.iat with wheat at $2.20 a bushel the aver-

apo farmer nets ?1.U profit Rcarcely
kaves them in the position of victims of

tl.e governmentf-fixed price. Whether

1^ profits are $1.41 a bushel or some-

I) al less, nobody who rcmembers that a

Pc.ui.ie of years BfO $2 wheat represented
tlie wildest dreams of riches for most of

them is questioning the fairness, even tbe

liheiality, of the present price.
Last July President McAuliffe of the

kansas Farmers' Union told a representa¬
tive of The Tribune: "Our people are not

a'xcited about the war. It's too far away.

. . . We're patriotic, though. We'll Le

moro patriotic if President Wilson fixes
the minimum price of wheat at $2 to the
farmer. At |LM we would be wildly pa¬
triotic." This spirit does not seem to I.e

confined to the wheat srrowers. Ex-Sena-
tor McLaurin, of South Carolina, toll the

Non-Partisan I.eapuers that his patriotism
was running low with cotton at six cents,

but since it had risen to twenty-six cents

bc had become a powerful patriot, willing
lo shout -Hless the I.ord! I.et's lick the
(''¦rmans!"-

lf this isn't exactly the same brand of
" locket patriotism" which the Non-Parti-

¦.1 League's members denounced so fer-

vently ln "capital," what is it? Appar¬
ently, it makes a difference whose ox is

gored. Tbe business men and manufact-
vrers typified by the membership of the
Chamber of Commerce of the United
States are "capitalists."

This organization does not regard itself
as likely to be victimized by price-fixing.
It says to the government that the opera¬
tion of business has been vitally affected
by the price-fixing already in effect. There
is no assurance of obtaining supplies in

competition with the government as a pur-
chaser, and no way of knowing what costs

will !>e and, consequently, what prices
ought to be. But the remedy for this re-

enlt of price-fixing is more price-fixing. It
muf-t continue, the Chamber urges, until

prices are fixed for every basic industry,
even until the prices are fixed for labor
entering into the production of all articles
tn which prices are ind. Otherwise,
work cannot go on.

This matter of price-fixing and the wip-
jng out of profiteering is a vast issue, with
many angles. It might pay the perfervid
orators of the Non-Partisan l.eague to

consider, for instance, the fact that the
United States Steel Corporation, which

ihey'd probably consider thc greatest
protiteer and exploiter of them all, has
since the beginning of 1016 raised the

wages of its employes in the appregate
ebout 00 per cent. There is altogether too

much indiscriminate denunciation of

r-rofitearing theae days and altoeether too
Uttle attention on thfl part of any ona dasfl
in the eommunity to keeping prieea at a

niinimum. It doea not behoovfl the whent
prowers to Rsperse the patriotism of nnv

other cltizena, particularly until tho wheat
leaves their bins more freely lhan it ls
moving at present.
Merchants and manufacturers, preat

corporations and their highly skilled and

highly paid executives, aro bs necessary

lo tho successful prosecution of Ameri.-a's
war as the wheat prowers and the cotton

plnntcis. Tho country has no more use

lor a profiteer farmer thnn for a profitrer
steel man. The aholishmcnt of profiteer-
inp in all lines will come. sooncr and more

certainly if the prohlem can he attaeked
without class ratn-or an.l downripht..

By All Means a Recount
Mayor Mitchel's quiet application for a;

recount of the hallots in the Kepuhlican
primary, mnde while his opponent was still

tnlkinp ahout ono but had not taken thc
COUrflfl OpCB to liim under the !aw, should

r'fTect'iaily remove this as a political issue.
The Mayor has pone about the affair in his
usual straiplitforward and manly fashion.
If tho Kopuhlicans of the city nominated;
romeho.ly else, he says, he certainly doesn't
want his name to appear on the ballots as

ihe Kepul'lican candidate; he desires noth¬
iag to which he ia not cntitlcd. and he will
have DO nomination to whieh there is a

shadow of doubt attaehed.
With the Mitchel lead cut down as it

has been by the latest returns, it is a pood
thinp to have an official inspection of the
hallots. If there was crookedness in the
primaries.for which the present system
leaves slight opportunity.or if there were

.rrOfli which would change the result, the
fact should be discloBed. If Mr. Bennett
really won the nomination Mayor Mitchel
would be the last man to wish to obtain an

advantape through crookedness or error,

and no supporter of his could deem a sit¬
uation advantapeous to his candidnry
which gives opportunity for reitevation of
a cry of fraud. A recount will put an end
to challenge and question of the result,
once for all.
Whatever the recount shows. the Mayor's

i.ame will appear on the election hallots.
The victory of Mr. Bennett could only re¬

sult in extension of the aid and comfort to

Tammany which his primary campaipn af-
forded. Probably even he does not imaj-ine
that he could win the election if he WOTO

the Republican nominee, or could, indeed,
do anything but accomplish the defeat of
the be.-t Mayor Um city haa ever had. But
if. by any combination of circumstances,
such opportunity for mischief lepally is

his, he should have his pound of flesh.

Backward Americans
Did you notice the little item tellinp cf

Ilarold Levensalor, of Sflboc, Me., twenty-
three years old, one of our conscripts? On
Ihe trip to hifl camp at Ayer. Mass.. he had
his first ride on a railway. Also, he rodfl
in his first autumobile. Also, he saw

\ is first electrie lightfl and lirst motion

pictures.
Now, Sebec is not in the North Woods.

It il only thirty-seven miles northwest of

EaagOF, ahout half way between Banpor
't Moosehead I.ake. Tiie Bangor

\n.ostook line passes near by. and the Ca-
i a lian Pacific only a little further off to
the north. The township has 649 inhabi-
tants and thfl whole county, Pi.-cataqui-*.
ifl very sparsely settle.l. It is not to be
cornpared with prosperous Aroostook.
wheie the potatoes come from. Yet, how
could anybody live twenty-three years so

close to everything that is new and inter¬
esting in modern life and know nothing
about it? An able-bodied man could waik
io Banpor in a couple of days if he wante.l
to. How are such isolation and instilarity
possible in the Eastern States of short
thstances and many railroads'.'
The answer is that isolation and bacK-

wardness depend far more upon the eom¬

munity than upon its acccssibility. How
do city slums come into being, for ex-

ample? They may be, often are, around
the corner from all the resources of civil-
ization as we know them. So with our

rural slums. Every state has them. Their
character rangea from a poverly-fltricken
croasroadfl in Maine, farms pitched on

thin, worthless soil, families still coura-

geous, ¦elf-rCflpoctlng and strupplinp, but
hopelessly beaten in the fight for a uecent

'livinp, to such weakened, degeneratfl stoek
as the Pineys, of New Jersey, or the
Jackfloa Whites, of Boekland County, New
York. Somewhere in between and of vary-
itrp fibre and possibilities are the motin-

taineers of Tennessee and that whole
A range race of line old Americans gone to

seed in the Appalachian highlands.
There ifl a yarn of another Maine dis¬

trict, a rocky spine projectinp into Caaco
Bay, somewhere north of Portland. On it
live a small group of farmcr-lishermen
who have intermarrie.l for peneratiuns. It
is perhapi twenty miles to Bangor, the
neare.-t town. Ofl a certain Sunday father
ret ont afoot with his twenty-five-year-old
jon to give him his lirst sipht of a city.
( ome to Banpor, father started to take
son across the Boston & Maine track-*
which cut the main street Bt prade. Just
then a Bar Harbor BXprOM came whoop-
inp down from the north. It was too much
for son. lle fled with a yell. father callinp
"Babe! Babel" after him in vain. Ac-
cordinp to tradition, son was only con-

veyed to the far side of the metropolis by
being led up the track to a street that
crossed on n bridge. No co't could bave
been shyer.

There may be spots in the West to eor-

:espond with these Eastern islands. But
they are not frequent. Provinciality is
the product not of remoteness, but pri-
marily of plain economic failure. Almost
without exception the downhearted, un-

ambitiou.-, depeneratinp eommunity has
cast its lot upon a poor, hopeless soil. The
West is still scratching its golden surfaee
and the ehanee for backward tendencies

in atill to come. How eure ouraelves of

these rural slums? By realirlng that there

Ir an eeonomic deadline for country dic-
tricts. precisely as for fsrtory workers. for

the chief thing. Meantime. let ua not uver-

1. ok the good work thnt conscription does

Ifl quickentng spirits from .Sebee to Santn

Barbara.

.4W«r Food" and How to Get It
Why not "war restnuranta"? And

"war food stores"? Mr. Hoover's exhorta-|
tions to nbstain from white bread two:

days ¦ wi'ck or nt one meal each day
have the approval of nll good ritizens.

Many housewives have posted the Hoover
rules in their kitchens. But then the',
trouble bepins. Where ia the housewife
goinp to pet nt a reasonable price tho sub-
stitutes for white bread which tho food
boards recommend to her?

Even before the need for saving whrat
flour arose the public was assured that
white flour w-is n Iuxury. and that it was

distiflctly inferior to unwhitened flour in
nutritive value. White bread, we were told,
was sold on ita looks, Just ns white epps

bring a much hipher city price than brown

oggs do.
Most sensihle people are willing to eat

whole wheat bread, or even "war" bread,
not only as a matter of patriotic duty. but

on the assurance that it has a greater food
value. Put so perversc are the purveyors
of foodstuffs fhat they have never been

willinp to pnsh the sale of the more

whole-ome and naturally cheaper dark
bread;*.. Whole wheat bread, instead of
beinc" trented ns a non-fashionable thoujrh
supenor substitute for whitened brend, has
been sold at the same price as whitened
bread. on the pretext that it must also be
considered a Iuxury because so few people
eat it.
One way to save wheat ls to make real

war bread and sell it at a cheaper price
than the bleached white bread. Another
way is to sell corn bread instead of white
bread and cornmeal instead of flour. Hun¬
dreds of thousands of Americans would
plndly eat corn bread if they had an op¬
portunity to do so. But outside the South
its use is rare, and has been frowned upon
by the flour dealers and bakers. Corn
breatd ought to be a boon to a public com-

plaininp of hiph wheat bread prices. There
il no sign as yet of any real effort to in-
troduce the use of corn bread in eommu-

nities like ours, which are unfamillar
with it.
The Assistant Secretary of Agriculture,

Mr. Vrooman, is ripht when he says that
there il little hope of overcoming the
inertia a.f the bread mnkers and flour
handlers unless the government itself
steps in and convinces the public that it
oupht now to be gettinp nn excellent suh-^
Btitutfl for white brend at a much lower
rate than it is aceustomed to pay for white
read. Mr. Vrooman advocates "war res-

.aurants" and "wnr food stores," run un¬

der the guidance of the Eederal Food
Board. What is needed above everything
else i-: a demonstration that much wheat
broad can ca.'-ily be supplanted by corn

bread, to the preat benefit of the American
consumer. The public cannot work out
i*« own/salvation in this respect. The im-

petni must come from the government,
which has the resotirces to make the ex-

poriment and the power to cocrce the
millers and bakers into cooperating with
it* agents.

Food conservation bulletins are all right
in their way. But the real thing is the

povernment-manaped war food store nnd
restaurant.

An Indispensable Diathesis
If dealers in nostrum3 were ever in any

way affected by the explosion of worn-

out medical sunor.-titions many of the
most prosperous aanong them would be

sorely dismayed by the discoveries of Dr.
.1. B. Berkart in "Tho Britiah Medical
Journal." They know their public well
enough, however, to I.e assured that a bug-
bear so ancient as uric acid, a bugbear fo

well established on the authority of so

many trustworthy accusers, cannot lightly
be exorcised by any modern, and so the
best evidence in the world will not suflice
to discredit the value of those priceless
solvents which havc served so long to pro¬
vide against the ever-growing series of
evill attributed to the gouty habit.

Dr. Barkart'l contention is that neither
cliflica] data nor the results of experi-
meatal inquiry afford the sliphtest proof
of any pathogenic property in uric acid.
In no case have subcutaneous injections
of the substance produced gouty inflamma-
tion in the joints or tendons of animals,
i.nd if deposits more or less resembling
gouty tophi have occasionally been in-
duced in this way, it was only when the
quantities used exceeded those observed in
human cai-es by r.bout thirty. And even

then the identity of the deposits with the
kind so often associated with pout was at

least questionable.
In a word, Pr. Perkart in>ists that uric

acid has been found puilty upon the most
ridiculous'y inadequate evidence, and "not
only is the use of ihe protendcl remedie.s
to curc the various functional derange-
ments and organic lesions which are

wronply attributed to uric acid recom¬

mended upon a baseless hypothesis, but it
is mischievous also, because it allures the
unwary sufferer by specious advertise-
ments of its effoctiveness to have recourse

to it and continue with it until its failure
is ovident."

Il.nvever, it really does not matter. The
classical type of acute gout is not so com¬

mon in this country that the dispensers of
solvents need be troubled about it, and
since the gouty diathosis has been ex-

tended so as to embrace an incredible
variety of possibilities, patients will not be
Uflduly worried by the failure of the uric
acid hypothesis. If the worst comes to the
worst the devisers of cures can change the
r.ame, and the solvent will still be as,

magical as ever. If gout itself were to be
abolished it would be another matter; but!
even then the doctors themselves would be
(bliped to invent some equivalent to ac-j
count for conditions othcrwise unaccount-j
able. 1

$3 Opera for $6
A Comparison of Present Singers

With the Giants of Old
To the Editor of The Trihtin*.

Sir: As an attcndBnt at opera whenever

1 deem the musical fare promlse.l warrants

the expendlture. demanded, I hare heen much
interested ln the letterB In your paper dls-
<Mi«»in** $n opera an.l possible rotnp«tition
\-lth the Metropolitan. **Both seem to me

rleiimhle, lf possible. The reason a $t

ehargfl ifltaaa desirable is that ia my Ju.ig-
ment this city now has $3 opera most of

? he time, hut the box office aska $6 for or-

rh-stra tirketa.
That etatement impllea standard*. and (.*-"-

parlsons. I am not. yet in the armcbair-by-
the-ftreside stage of life, but I ran rcmcmher
hark a derade or two. Tha roster at the

Metropolitan in that perio.l included the du

Reszke*,, Plangon, Nordica, F.ames, Mflba,
Calve, Sembrlch, Fchumann-lleink, Dipp*l.
Kdythe Walker, Ternina, Fremstad, Van Hooy.
Hurgstallrr, Bispham not all at one timo,
natii-ally, but I recall an all-star produetion
of "Hugt-enots" in Mr. (irau's time which

presented the de Rezkes ar;.l Plan^on, Nor-

.llra, Scmhrirh and one or two other eminent

.trtists whose names have ercaped ma at the

Tioment. A cast comparable tn that is not

remotely within the range of the Metropoli-
tan's poSFibilities to-day. Yrt oichestra
chalrs then cost oi.ly $a-

At present we are not without stars. and
not without a very few sterling artists. But

the two sinrers who according; t» popular
;. term am! box offiee takini** really deserve
to be called "stars" CaTBflfl ani Farrar

date bncV: to 1HI nnd ItM, respectively. if

my memory is corr"ct. Most of the singers
brought here in the last four or flve years
have bflflB of the routino type familiar in thi

aaflflllei Kuropean opera houses. They have

not had tha artistic reputatlon and atature

of tho§a of the old days, nor hare they |B
most cases had the fresh. golden voices of

youth- the "voiee with the velvet,** bb the,
Italians phrase it which alone might com-

BflBflflte for lack of those other qualiflcationa.
I want to be perfeetly fair. Let me say.

therefore, that if the singers cf thia day
cannot compare with those of flfteen yeara
apo, the orchestra itself ls better, though
the conductors of recent yeara, save Tos-

cnnlni ar.d Hertz, have not been giants.
Moreover, a great improvement ia diseerm-
ble ln the staging of operas, thongh there

nay be some question whether this has kept
pace with the general advance in etagecraft
and tlie teihnique of produetion.
Whenever surh cor.tentions are advanced,

.lefenders of the opera management in.-ist.
that it gets the best material avaiiable.
Starting only with his own brains and monev.

Oscar Hanimert-tcin gRve to this city as in-

tereatiag and stimulating a prrmd of opera
U it has been my fortune to live through.
He built up, almost ovcrnight, a compary
which m*mb,>red among it; artists Mary
C.ard-n, Tetrazzini. Bressler-Gianoli, whose
(armen was ono of the great ones of the

.vorld; Kleonora tfl ClBBflTflfl, Uerville-
Reaciie, Bonci, (onstantino, Zenatello, Sam-
marco, Dalmores, Rer.aud, Dufranne, Didur,
inre one of the Met-opolitan's fir.est actors,
and for conductor thc magielan TampaniM.
Why cou'd not a great organization B*Ui
creat rrsources find material equally good?
Our opera house purports to be as good

ns any Ifl the world, and better than most.

Pat itfl chargea it should give opera with
t'ne best Mr-gers ir thr* world. lt has fallefl
below ita old standard?. Personally, I think

eompetition from an individual with brains
-....uld produce an amazing improvement, as

llammerstein's eompetition imnroved it a

(b.'Cade ago. I.acking such improvement, f
sball continue to thir.k that any $« I pay for
n seat ought to be only $3. C. W. f.
New York, Se.pt. tt, TJ17.

Admiration and Appreciation
Ifl the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Tie American newspaper which is

making the most intelligent and moet heip-
ful fight for our side in the war is The New

York Tribune.
Reading The Tribune daily, I am Impressed

wi'.b the fact that you are making a real

fight for our country; you are concentratlng
the cnergies of your staff and your organ¬
ization lo this end. The publicity you give
to questions connected with our efforts in

the war and to our lack eJ efforts in -ome

very important matters, such as failure to

crnsor letters and messages going to foreign
countries- is distinctly constructive. You
i'dvocate waging the war, while it lasts, on

n 100 per cent war basis, and until the loyal
men and women cf our country renli.e the

neccssity of carrying out thir, policy we will
iiot accomplish what we have iat%Bt to .lo.

1 have expresscd only a small part of th**
admiration and anpreciatiori which you have
earr.ed by your concistently patriotic and
I ract.cai .ditorial an.'. new- policies admira¬
tion and appreciation which I feel irtplf.

H. S. RKAVIS.
New York, Sept. 21, 1917

The Youth of France
To the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: 1 take this opportunity to ask you to

permit me to bring your attention to your
article of last Sunday on tlie Boche losses.
You seem to be under the impression that
the French class of 1919 has been mobilized
or is about to be called to the colora. Thifl
is inexact. I have charge here of the mili¬
tary affairs and I can assura you that this
class has not even been what we call
"recensee" that is to f.ay, that the young
men who belong to th ia class have not >ct
heen asked to regi.ter (afl was done here the
."th of June for Americans liabl© to military
duty under the conscription law'i.

I do not believe personally that this regis¬
tration, which requires a law from l'arlia-
ment, will take place before November, arhich
would mean that the men would not be called
befare January or February'. *',1>*.that la to

tay, that these future soldiers will be i.incteen
\ears of age when they will serve and will
certainly riot be sent to the front before June
or July of next year. This class forms,
therefore, a surplus of about 3*"'.0*''0 for the
French army. FRANl'AIS.
New York, Sept. 2.1, ItlT.

Imperial Contem.pt
To the Kditor of Th» I rihune.

Sir: The hypocrisy of the Cerman Km¬
peror has never been better illustrated than
by his phrase "The material power of arms

must be auperaeded by the moral power of
right."

!f the Kaiser really believes what he has
always claimed, viz., that he rules by di-
vine right and that his armies will conquer
through divine guidar.ee, then it must be his
belief that armies under such leadership eon-

stitute the "moral power of* right." By the
same reasoning the forces of the Allies,
fighting as they are against divinely led
troop., are nothing more than the "material
power of arms."

ftripped, then, of its highly moral sheep-
skin, hia wolrish dictum reads thus: "The
material power of the Allied arrns must be
Miperseded by the moral power of the di¬
vinely led German armieg."

OLIVER HEP.FORD.
New York, Sept. 23, 1317. ,

How Germany Treats French Prisoners
By General Andre Chcrjih

Translalcd From "L'Echo dc Paris" by William L McPhefsan
1 hava Juit returned from Switrerland. I

went there to aee a soldier who waa wounded
hy Bfl explosive bullet, and who, after three

grava illnesses, waa delivered to a Swiss

Intcrnmetit CBtnp. I have heard not only his

story, but the storiea of leveral of his com-

lades. I um going to write the essential pas-

sages thoBB which are imperaonal and have
a general signitiranefl. They will constitute
a falthf.il picture of the reaime under which
our meti auffer in (Iermany.

Hut first of all, I must express for them
their gr.rtitude for the affectionate and de-
voted eat" which they have reeeived in Switz-
erland. Ihey arl being born again there.

After havinp. been treated more harshly than

Bnimals, they are astnnished at being treated
once more as human heings.

I shall describethe three sueeessive reglmea
|0 whieh our men have been subjected: The
ordinary camp, reprisal trratment in Poland
and reprisal trcatment on the Western front,

The Ordinary Camp
This is the way thing-a are done at the Stutt

part camps, where two brute*; hold sway
Feldwebels Nirngartrn iind Aichingcr. Men
were punlahed there with impri-onment for
triflcs; and the diiy-i of the prison sentence
are multiplied automatically three times by
the conimitndant of tlie camp. Daily exercise
was varied with barbaroin innovations. Once.
in ,i glacial cold, the feldwebrl kept. them
for half an hour at attention absolutely
imrnobile. Another ^me he made them lie
down in the mud. The rations were: In the
morning a boiled black water, misnamed cof¬
fee, made of barley; at. middny, loup; in the
evening, another soup made of French con-

serves, stolen out of the prisoners' packages.
All tha boxes of conserves were opened under
the pretext of looking In them for papers ex-

hortlng tha prisoners to apply sabotage to

tha crops. The ration of bread was about
three hundred grammes a day. Our soldiers,
especially those without means, were able to

live only by virtue of the forty-eight blscuits
(two kilos and a half a week) sent weekly by
the French government, and by virtue of the

packages which the Red Cross dellvers to the
indigent, under the direction of our own pris¬
oners.

Reprlsals oa the Russian Front

The journey from Stuttgart to Suwalkl was

made In three instalments, each twenty-four
hours long. The prisoners, shut up by I'ifties in
cattle cars, remained for twenty-four hours
v/ithout any food. Their cars were locked and
barred, so that no one could get out.
The work there consisted of loading trres

on flat: platforms, pushing them to the saw-

mills, sawing them up and putting th"m in
wagons. The pay was M pfennigs, or ti cen-

thflflfl, a day. A canteen sold eakes afid honey.
For food barley coffee on rising, farina soup
and potatoes at noon. and in the evening 300
srammes of bread, which, for the sick, was

redoced to L'UO grammea, on the plea of econ¬

omy. Never any meat a little piece of sau-

s igfl ence a month. Work lasted from 7 a. m.

t>' ll:M a. m. and from 1 p. m. to 6 p. m.

Tiie men slept on the floor without any straw,
in huts sunk into the ground nlmo«t to the
roof ar.d covered with branclies and mud. Our
sol.liers were almost devoured by lice and
mo«'iuitoes, ravaged by malana and dysen-
tery. dennved of sleep, passing the short
nighis ot* thnt latitude in contemplation of
the beaveas, lightened by the magic ofdawns
v.hich follow close to the heels of twilight.

Tlieir packages arrived, after two months
of travel, rornpletely empty. Their corre¬

spondence was cut o.f For live months their
fumilies -fmained without news of them.

Reprlsals on the West Front

Our prisoners, divided in commandos of
one thousBwl, were sent to this front from
January 1 te MA 1. Jheae repri*als emled
on May 1 because their purnose was attained
an.l their practical utllity then ceased. Our
men were broi'ght to our front in order to
construct there the famous Hindenburg line.
It was they, to ihe number of about thirty
thousand, who dug the system of three or

four lines of trenches an.l conneeting ditches
which constituted the defensive position to
which the so-ca'.led "strategic withdrawal'*
led.
The reprisal rnmman'los weie brought be¬

hind tbe front from Anaentieres to Verdun.
The rHh ar.d 0th Commafidos were debarked
at Queant Bfld directed t'r-t upon Frvillers,
six kilometres north of Rapaume, and then
upon Villers-les-Gagnicourt, on the road from

Theory and Practice
Can Woman's Place Be at a Peace

Meeting j1
To the Fdltor of The Tribune.

Sir: Po my eyes deceive me, or can it be
possible that the Mrs. Annie Riley Hale who
has had such proniinence on the front pages
of our dailies this week, because of alleged
di.turbanre an.l arrest at a peace meeting, is
the same Mrs. Annie Riley Hale who, for th-
last two years, has written, in these same

dailies, such scornful denunciatioti of women

presuming to ank for the vote?
Can it be that sha r'ho preached so em-

phstieally the seclusion of women in their
homes, the immodesty of their sallyinjj forth
therefrom, should have so far forgotten her
feminine instincts aa to go to a peaee meet¬

ing with horrid men?
I was further horrified by reading her

statement that she had electioneered for Wil¬
son last fall.
To think that a woman who declares that

women havc neither the brains, emotional
qu-ilit.es, litness, time nor right to vote
should haeten out te spend time tyllir.g othc
folks, both men and women, how to vote, it>

surely to realize that we .ire living in a de-
moralired world. STELLA CB088LEY.
Herkimer, N. Y., Sept. Iii, 1917.

"The Choice'*
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: As an advocate of Mayor Mitchel'.-
reelection. I commend s.rongly your leader
"The Choice" in to-day's Tribune, and with
it Mr. Hughea's declaration that "Mayor
Mitchel's administration ia the bent the city
ever had." It is, *» you have well aaid, "a

smooth running, economically adminis'tred
buiiness." And so it ifl viewed up at Co¬
lumbia University, cf which the Mayor ii

an alumnus, and whrr. he r.-ceived, last June.
his LL. D. from Pfasideflt Butler, the latter
spoke as foliows: "Sixth in the great series

cf mayors tbut Columbia has given to the
metropolitan city it loves and serves; bring-
ing to this vast and many sided community
all the r.j»ourcej of a high intelligence and
a tins character. Ki.owitiir no end but tha
I'ubhc good, the highost type of devoted an.l
courageo Cfl pubhc aervanf..* High praise
indeed, but does it not rightiy belong to this
consc.entious public officer and fa.thful mil-
itant patnot? J. C. Pl'MPKLLY.
New York, Sept. 21, 1917.

Rapaume to Cambrai. The priaoners chaaen
for this work were of the higher grades in-

tellectuals, students, engineera, industrlals,
merchants all those who, the astute Boche

thought. would have influence ln France ana

do there a work of demoralizat ion.
At Krvillers our men were quartered in a.

factory without a roof, open to wind and
weather. They slept on the bnre ground fl*

on manure A» Vill-rs they lived in » half
rtemollshed sugar mill. They received blari-

kets which were taken away from them on

the slightest pretext. Their quarters were

recognized by the Knglish aviators and the

Allied artillery resperted them. The Germans

eagerly profited by that immunity to accumu-

la*e thero depo's of grenades and explosives.
Kach prisoner had a daily task a running

metre of trench to dig to 60 centimetres in

,!epth, with a width of 2«0 metrea. That

. ask waa inereased successively to two and

then to three running metres. The work was

¦ione under the direction of German pio-
rers. Kven the French under-officers ar.d ner-

1,-eant-miijorK were condemned to this labor.

Only th.' asnirants and the adjutants-in-ch.ef
were exempt from work; bu* they were eom-

pellrd to be present under lire. as were also
th.- it k, who received no medical attendance.
The mer. set out at 2 o'clock in the morn¬

ing and returned only when the day's work

v.as completed. At starting barley coffee was

passed around, and during the whole work
,i,iv at a temperature of 23 to 25 degrees,
no'food was served. At fl p. m. there was a

thifl -'.up of harley or rutabaga, a mouthfu!
of pork and a pieee of coffee cake. For bread
a German loaf every four days about IM
,framrr.es a day. No biscuits from th, French
government; no paekages; no one allowed to

bay unylhing from civilians or G<«rmans; no

mail.
Clnbs and Whips

The German sub-offtcera who inspected the
work were armed with ciuba or whipa. The
punishment of imprisonment, which waa im-

praettcable, was replaced by the post. Two

hours tied to the post for every day of im¬

prisonment. This torture was lnflicted on

the return from work, after 6 p. ra. The euf-
ferer waa bound to a post in the anow.

Many of our men, refusing to work againat
us, tried to revolt. They were shut, like wild
beasts, into cages made of barbed wire, strung
on poles. They were left there without ehel-
ter an.l without food until, conquered by
hunger and suffering, they begged for merey.

One <.f our poor fellowB endured this torture
for five days.

_

A pupil of the Higher Normal School,
erazed by hunger, escaped from the trench
where he wa* working, three hundred metres

from the village of Behagnies, near Bapaume.
Hfl went to the village to seek in the garbage
t'nrown out of the German kitchens some

¦crapa ot potatoes ar.d cabbage. He collected
these, boited thom with a little salt and then
.ievoured thfl repellent mixture.
The commando stationed at Flabaa. which

op«ratfld tfl the south of Caures Wood, near

the tomb of Driant, worked on a trench only
eight hundred metres from our line. The
German mitrailleuses were placed behind the
workers. Tha French fire made numerous

victims. In I'icar.ly the losses were about ten
killed and a hundred wounded per commando.
Refore Vrtdun, in the commands of Flabaa,
the pronortion of those who died of hunger
or were killed was 10 per cent. This takea no

;.ccount of the wounded.

Prisoners l'nder tire

Localities near 'he front. such as Krvillers,
Saint Leger, Buissy and Villers, were full of
French, Kngli-ih an.l Russian prisoners. They
v. ere in a frightful state flf destitution and
squalor. Many of them had been there for
two, four. *mx, ten and even fourteen months.
Tbflflfl priaeBflre, c'vilisn as well as military,
were exposed night and day to artillery fire.
Many flf them were killed.
The word "reprisal" i«, then, an invention

of (ierman duplicity, covered by the pretext
that we have kept German prisoners in the
rear of our lines. It ia used to give an ap-
pearance of legitimacy to a diabolical pro¬
gramme. By ifs ferrors reprisal facilitates
discipline and obedience on the part of the
prisoners. It also seeks to effect demoraliza-
tion, with a view to promoting that peace
ef which the Boches have so imperious a

need. Reprisal is thus a form of war. lt ia
v.*ar made on prisoners. It debilitates the
French race, decimating it with tubereulosis.
From 20 per cent to 30 per cent of our men

have fallen victims to this methodieal and
.eiflfltilic method of assassinution.
All this rs wntten without literary poliah,

without exaggeration. I' carries the convic-
tion of depositions on oath. It 1$ an indict¬
ment which is rigorously exact.

"Cluny'
A Further Tribute hy the Late Bishop

Doane to His Dog
MAY _'-2.r., 1002

He had lived out his life, but not his love;
Daily up steep and wcarv stair he came,
His big heat: bursting with t*ie atrain. to

prove
IFs loaeliaeai withoflt me. Just the same
Old wo-.l of gfflfltlag bea.tied in his deep eye,
With a new look of wonder in lt, a.kmg why
'*'. he whole ereation groars and travails." He
And I there faced the mystery of pain.
f'inding me dumb ar.d h ''.uless, iiowr. again
Ke went, unanswered, with the i'awn to die,
And find the mystery opmed w.th the key.
"The creature from corrupticn's bondage

free."
WILLIAM CROSWKI.L DOANE.

[These additional lines were contributeil
l.y .Mr. H. H. Wells, of Brewster, N. Y.
The Tribune wishes to thank its many
readers who have re.poiided to the request
for Biahop Doanc'a verses..En.]

fhe Lxpedient of Sharp Words
Tfl the Kditor of The Tribune.

Sir: Would some one, to use a not en-

t.rely new expression, the gift give us to sec

ourseives, ete.
"The Choice" editorial in thia morning'a

Tribune, by th* touchstone ot the Scoteh-
man's line flf poetry, pos.5?s-e* unexpected in¬
terest for a p'.or, tnisguided vat.r.

In the fourth paragraj.h yoj say that on

rhe part of the Ilemocratt* "the-e wasj*. per-
:ister.t enmpaign of miarcpresentation, of
rnud-slinging, of personal abuse."

Yet in each paragraph to thc end of the
editorial I find: "local pride and local preju-
tice, played on by astute politicians"; "m.-n-
ace.i by the Tiger's hunijer for jobs and con¬
tracts"; "turning over fli the city depart¬
ment. to that appetite for plunder";
'Tammany starved by >eare of exclusion
from power."
From which one might hastily conclude

that the expe.iient of sharp words is not over-
looked by either side, least of a!l by the
avowed impartial observer of the people's
lights, the newspaper.
And why not make "The Chrice" n fairer

and \sider one by taking oven the most catual
note of the activities of Mr. B.*nnett before
the primaries? HT'MOR IN POLITICS.
New York, Sept 21, 1»17.

Naval Reserve Defended
What It Has Done for Its Members

and for the Country
To tha Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Theru has been murh talk |n ."».
newspapers of late coneernirg tba orgaaiza.
tion, or rather lack of it, flf the Naval j,
lerva. If, as is intimated, the Naval R.tem'i
part in pushing the war has been a r.egativB
quantity, then perhaps publ'c opinion Ifl Jasti-
fled in running down thrs branch of (he
service.

I question, however, the value (,t newspiper
criticism of the working of tflf cog ,n oar
romnlicated and pitifully r.ew war rr.aehlnt.
Th-re are. I am sure, enough Weat Pomt aad
Annapolis.for which l** us laaflflff tkoaafl.
men in the service to adjuat b it».»ra in a eoa-

paratively ahort time. Ke r.ne can OSMlHfll
their knowledge of mil.'.ary a--d BBVfli er-

ganir.ation. Miatakes made at the becir.nlBf
are now being rer'ified l.y mirids 'rair.erj {.,
that express purpoie. CrltkiOBS fiOBJ tliim
buildi up what less informed kflackfaaf ip,
stroys. Th"re is nothing more ' i .'i.eratiaf
than to have the futility of PBBi thflBII tn-

terprise pointed out by or.e *no known ab¬
solutely nothing abafli lt Lel tbfl r.ewi.

papers follow The Tribur.e's lead ar.d iclidify
public opinion on the r.a' rCur<i
in this war, leaving tatbaical BaBttflfl tu
teehnicians.
There is much about the N'-iva'. P.».»rt*

atill unsaid, both pro and eaa. Mack of ii
may profitably remain latfl * I "lace-
ments offered tS SSCBIB OBllstflMBtl last April
were even at that time too car. :.e-i to be
senously considered. Tho -.grrd
the papera knew we were swullov. ng a vigar-
coated pill. The fbrtber ebaraei st incom-

petency in the o(f;c«ra are qn'e r * (i*-.:.
of a r.ewiy faraied orgaaisat m
be expeeted to be perfect at tbfl '¦'. ry SBtflfli
There are some things, I iatagBM, even an
officer can learn.
Speaking merely ai an indi*dd':a. .ar.d wh.it

does the indivldnal voice IflaOBBt to their
days?.I can truthfully iay tbat th« N»vi;
Reserre has done wonders for me. it hai pv
ma in better physical shaie -fran I hart
attained in years I h%ve learned how to

plot a compaas course; how to s»nd asd r»-

ceive semaphore, wig-wag, blnker light tr.s
international flag hoists; how to write up
a ship's log. I hava picked up a worlrisr
acquaintance with the drill reg*il»'.ion« .-«

the manual of arms, an Mea of 'he mtehas-
ism of ¦ Springfield rifle, a goe-i *'*ggti*iaf.
of deck seamanship, and a ragBfl kr.owledgt
of naval routine and etique'te. I BSfl "varue"
advisedly.

It would be altogether out of pace for ma>

to say all that the Naval Re<>er-» has dent
toward incinerating the G'Trr.an BatSBflflB
Suffice it to say, it f.as no* b»-*n al'tgethrr
idle. G. M W

N'aw Haven. Conn., Sept. 2i, ItlT.

Since Nobody Cares
To the Fdltor of The Tribu-re

Biri Your corresponder.t, "J A. f* ." ot-

jects to my criticism of ..-«. frocraTrr.*
maker of tlie Community Chrruv ard at-er"

that it was the composers pt tbfl ttusic, not

the authors of the verses, *o whom ered .<
wera given under eaeh prir.'ed r -em. If thi*
was the intention, how does .. lanpen that
David T. Shaw, author of "CelBUBflS, Iflfll
Ge:n of the Ocean," is se' down a« the "cem-

posei" of that work, wbllfl thfl nswe ©'
Thomas Becket, the creator flf tkfl r-.

omitted? Again, why ha= the programma-
maker set the name of AagBflta h\ BMM
as the "composer" of the nuaic amg fo the
pocin "Love's Lullaby," of HM hip-
pens to be the author? Ar.d, yet agt
i> the music of "Annie Laune" credi'e'. !-.
tbfl nrcgramme to Lady Bea tt, who is allepe^
to i.ave written the v.rse-. flrhick, by th«
i'-.e, ;-,o less an authority ......'. thr lats
William Cullen Bryan*. declares to ht
anonymous?
The truth about the whole Biasksl pro

gramme business is that ar.yb.Hy BBS
makes a setting of an old song %tti stick*
his name to tt is given 'lie crciit o' tht
original, without regard to *ruth or juatieo.
Many collections of old songs are flied with
errois of this character, Bfld even tht
hymnals of the churches eofltfl B frequtnf
examples of unpardonable ieliberatS munesl
and literary plafiariflfll, -.'..nat.
since nobody care, and th* ercatori of the
originals are dead?
As for disputed authors; p, :" ll eften

hard to prove. I know it from parsonal ex¬

perienee. Forty years ago, when a* \*\*.
Arther Twining Hadley and I wro** a potm

"

This is it:
"I was a rhizopod, with protoplastie celli;
I had a little nucleus. but l had nothinr

else.
Rut tio.v I am fl man with svalatad power
Yet, oli, my Little N'ucleub, I BOfld thee

every hour"
Now, Hadley wrote half of tha' po»m swl

I the other half. But sometrne. - g**' HB
credit of the whole, iirA -.nflfl I get it.

Like th» BhabespearB Baeei
matter has never been Bfltl perBBB*i
never can be. So we havf learidaftj that it
some one will set tbfl rai *"

will let him sign them and take the crtH't.
and thus get the burden of BBI B Mfl. R'-
BpeetfuIIy aabfllitted to a

' iktlti
ntEDEBIC '¦' ! ' :CBOtK.

N'ew York, Sept. II, |tl7

Abandoned Orchardi Wanted
To the Editor of The Tribune.

Sir: Has any one an r-bandoned orehird or

ona in little commercial ua-. the fruit «t
whieh he will donate to the KotlOflfll P'*nl'
Flower and Fruit (Juild. 71 Piftk Avtnuf-
N'ew Yoik1 We will bj-,- .-.- erop satrlfb'
just as it ttarrds, if pavmei.t || iie«:r«d b".o

if sold ekaaf, and will sead pl k n to aav\at
lt. |f the crop-can be OBBatad B .. Bfttl C:Y*
the orchard two eofliplatai larayiafS n,It
ipring and sumni.-i, Bfll] BtbeiB M SttSBi t!

ith future cultivation. Ai a Ktalt of t ttn-

line item in The Tribune the flruild obtainid
advance ordeis for .!..: ...

nearly 1.H00 big Imi;s u.' app.' at $1 VtB%
ar.d are much ifl need of add.l. Bfll urcharf*
tc till them. Tl: » i- -." sxperiai ' 'n '**

n#w work of cor.servr.g flrBStiaf SBS|*
Wherever there ll a waste crop threa'.in*4
Britb less or' market we wdl rj^i labaf to '¦'.

ia eonsiderution of its low Bl
KATIONAL PLANT, PLOWER AND PEUw

6UILD. C. L RFKS, F..od P.reetor.
N'ew York, .Sept. U, 1.M7.

A Bit for the Railroads to Do
To the Fditor of The Tnb.ine.

.Sir: As nearly every one is etyflBj ".'.

your bit," don't you think that the rauroi1!'
might. do tbeil "bit" BlflO? There are a num¬

ber of young men who bave given up busi¬

ness, college and different poationa ai I P'0'
feasions, to "do their bt,'' Bfld sai I "'*'

tioned in and about N'ew York and who li*«
out of town, and wh.n tht f gl ' S <-' SBH ;o

get home for a few hours. taae IB< »¦.**.¦
to see th-ir famili.-s; but tha farM SB BB*
railroads are BO high that a number are un¬

able to get home. Why does iu t BOOM Sfll 'r?

to get the roads to either give a p»t» .'

make aome special rat.-s to Ifcflflfl young BBBBj
who are compelled to wear tter un.formi.
You nre a strong paper and seem to takS
an interest in what is right, snd don't yoB
think that you could do something about Bl

JAMFS A. JENKINS.
Mount Vernon, N. Y., SepL 22, 1917,


